
A collection of Harvest themed 

learning to inspire harvest fun!

Harvest Harmony
Explore a variety of harvest songs and 
make music together!  
These musical moments support learning 
and development for babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers.

Vibrant Vegetables
Harvest is a fantastic time to explore vegetables 
in a hands-on way.
Use stories and tap into children’s natural  
curiosity to introduce a variety of vegetables, 
some the children may not have smelled,  
tasted or touched before!

Terrific Tractors &  
Cool Combine Harvesters
Who doesn’t love a tractor!
These hands-on experiences help children 
to understand the process of Harvest, while 
learning about the marvellous machines that 
help gather the crops.

Harvest Hunt
Children love to explore the outdoors! 
Support children to build their 
observational skills as they search  
for hidden harvest treasures!

Sensational Scarecrows
Fun and friendly, scarecrows make a wonderful 
addition to any outdoor space. 
Encourage children to get creative - whether 
they’re building their own scarecrows, acting 
out a story, or singing along to a scarecrow song.



Babies(0-2 Years) Toddlers(2-3 years) Preschoolers(3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Physical development
•  Communication and language
•  Literacy

CoETL- Active learning

•  Expressive arts and design
•  Communication and language

CoETL- Playing and exploring

•  Communication and language
•  Mathematics
•  Literacy
•  Expressive arts and design

CoETL- Creating and thinking  
critically

Learning experience Get moving with some dancing fun!  
Encourage babies to copy simple body 
movements like shaking arms, wiggling 
legs, and clapping hands.

For a harvest twist, gather a big pile of 
crunchy leaves for the little ones to roll in, 
lay on, and become their very own ‘Dingle 
Dandle Scarecrow!

Get crafty making musical instruments!  
Fill containers with beans, pulses, lentils or 
pasta to shake and rattle to create your  
very own Harvest Harmony! 

Play along to some fun harvest songs!

Give preschoolers opportunity to explore 
harvest themed music. Try out different 
instruments or get creative with pots, pans  
and spoons!

Encourage the children to make music to 
the beat of harvest songs. Introduce simple 
syllables to explore rhythm and sounds,  
all while celebrating the Harvest season.

You will need: Suggested song -  
I’m a Dingle Dangle Scarecrow

Suggested song –  
Harvest samba

Suggested song –  
Cauliflowers fluffy

Harvest harmony
Music is a wonderful way to support child 
development. Whether they’re singing, 
clapping, or playing instruments, children are 
expressing themselves creatively, building 
memory and language skills, and exploring 
rhythm – all while having lots of fun!



Babies(0-2 Years) Toddlers(2-3 years) Preschoolers(3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Communication & language

CoETL- Playing & exploring

•  Understanding the world

CoETL- Active learning 

•  Understanding the world
•  Mathematics

CoETL – Creating & thinking critically

Learning experience Babies love to explore through their senses. 
Create a vegetable sensory tray full of 
textures, colours and smells! 

It’s a great way to introduce new 
vocabulary, alongside the Makaton signs for 
the vegetables and their colours too!

Stories are a great way to 
capture the interests of 
toddlers. Read ‘Olivers 
Vegetables’ before  
planting your very 
own fruit and vegetables 
together.

You can extend learning over the coming 
months, as the children help care for their 
vegetables and watch them grow day  
by day!

Let preschoolers explore colourful 
vegetables up close! They can use 
magnifying glasses to examine the shapes 
and textures, then have a go at chopping 
and peeling vegetables like carrots, 
courgettes, and pumpkins.

It’s a great way to build  
independence while  
learning about different  
colours, sizes, textures  
and  flavours - through  
hands-on fun!

You will need: •  Soil
•  A variety of vegetables in different 

shapes, sizes, and colours
•  Fresh herbs such as basil and  

coriander for added scent and texture

•  The book ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’
•  A selection of vegetables to plant  

(e.g. carrots, potatoes)
•  Child-friendly garden tools – spades, 

trowels, and watering cans
•  Soil and a space to plant  

(garden bed, planters, or pots)

•  A variety of colourful vegetables  
(e.g. carrots, courgettes, pumpkins)

•  Magnifying glasses for close-up  
exploration

•  Scales and rulers for measuring  
and comparing

•  Child-safe knives and peelers
•  Chopping boards

Harvest Festival is a time when crops are 
gathered from the fields, let’s spark curiosity 
by taking a closer look at some vibrant 
vegetables! 

Vibrant 

vegetables



Babies(0-2 Years) Toddlers(2-3 years) Preschoolers(3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Communication & language
•  Physical development
•  Expressive arts & design
CoETL- Playing & exploring 
Creating & thinking critically

•  Expressive arts & design
•  Physical development
•  Understanding the world

CoETL- Playing & exploring

•  Communication & language
•  Expressive arts & design
•  Physical development

CoETL – Creating & thinking critically

Learning experience Making tracks! Set up some  paint trays and 
a big piece of paper in a tuff spot.  Gather 
a selection of farm vehicles and encourage 
the babies to move the vehicles through the 
paint, then onto the paper to create tracks! 

As they explore, chat about what you can 
see. What happens when different coloured 
tracks cross? Can you make new colours?

Show the children pictures of harvest 
vehicles like combine harvesters and 
explain what they do. Sing the song ‘Big Red 
Combine Harvester’ and add actions for 
each part like circular movements with your 
arms for ‘chugging along’, hand over hand 
for ‘cutting the corn’ and rolling your hands 
for ‘threshing the corn’.

Encourage the children to make big 
movements as they sing. You could add 
musical instruments to make it extra fun!

Invite the children to build their own 
terrific tractors using kitchen roll tubes! 
Give simple step-by-step instructions and 
encourage the children to think critically 
- ask questions like, “How will you join 
the wheels to the base?” and “How many 
wheels will your tractor need?”!

Look at photos of tractors  
to inspire the children’s  
creations.

You will need: •  Large piece of paper
•  Tuff tray
•  Paints in a range of autumnal colours
•  A selection of farm vehicles

•  ‘Big Red Combine Harvester’ song  
(audio or lyrics)

•  A selection of musical instruments
•  Photos or images of harvest  

and farm vehicles

•  Kitchen roll tubes
•  Paints and paintbrushes
•  Child-safe scissors
•  A selection of bottle tops in varying sizes 

(for wheels)

Terrific Tractors 

& Cool Combine 

Harvesters

There are so many fantastic farm vehicles 
to be seen at Harvest time!  Let’s explore the 
terrific tractors and cool combine harvesters 
that collect the crops.



Babies(0-2 Years) Toddlers(2-3 years) Preschoolers(3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Physical development
•  Communication & language

CoETL- Playing & exploring
Creating & thinking critically

•  Physical development
•  Communication & language

CoETL- Active learning

•  Physical development 
•  Expressive arts & design

CoETL- Playing & exploring

Learning experience Set up a sensory tray with hay and hide 
lots of Harvest themed treasures for the 
children to find. 

Encourage critical thinking by having 
the children match each treasure to the 
coloured spots dotted around the tray.

We’re going on a Harvest Hunt!  What 
a beautiful day, I wonder what harvest 
treasures we can find!  

Put on the children’s wellies and explore 
the outdoors, encouraging them to search 
for harvest-themed items hidden around. 
You could give each child a checklist to tick 
off the items they find to help guide them.

Create a Harvest Suncatcher. 
Collect autumnal items from  
your outdoor area or home  
that remind you of Harvest.  
or small twigs!

You could also add pictures of different 
farmyard vehicles and favourite vegetables 
to make your suncatcher extra special

You will need: •  Harvest themed items  
(e.g., pumpkins, nocturnal small world 
animals, farmyard vehicles, crops)

•  A sensory tray filled with hay

•  Suggested text- ‘We’re going on a leaf 
hunt’ by Steve Metzger

•  Harvest Hunt checklist and pencils
•  Harvest-themed items to hide outdoors

•  Paper plates
•  A variety of Harvest/Autumnal materials 

(e.g., leaves, seeds, small twigs)
•  String
•  Sticky-back plastic

Harvest hunt
There are so many wonderful harvest related 
objects to discover!  Help build children’s 
observational skills by going on an exciting 
Harvest Hunt together!



Babies(0-2 Years) Toddlers(2-3 years) Preschoolers(3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Expressive arts and design
•  Physical development

CoETL- Playing & exploring 
Creating & thinking critically

•  Expressive arts and design
•  Mathematics
•  Physical development
CoETL- Playing & exploring 
Creating & thinking critically

•  Expressive arts and design
•  Understanding the world
•  Physical development
•  Literacy
CoETL- Playing & exploring 
Creating & thinking critically

Learning experience Explore the song ‘I’m a Dingle Dangle Scarecrow’ 
and meet some farm animal friends! Set up 
a sensory tray with hay and small world farm 
animals. You could also create scarecrow 
puppets using wooden spoons or lollypop sticks 
and place some straw hats around the tray for 
the children to wear.
Sing and act out the song using the puppets. 
Encourage the children to make their hats 
‘flippy, floppy’ and to shake their hands and 
feet too! Play alongside the children at the tray 
exploring animal sounds together - oink, moo, 
baa!

Get creative by making scarecrows using 
different shaped paper to build scarecrow faces 
and bodies.

Once your scarecrow  
is complete, add a  
lollypop stick so they  
can stand tall in  
their field!

Read ‘The Scarecrows’ Wedding’  
and chat with the children about  
the story. Talk about the list that  
the scarecrows made for their  
special day, then make your own list of what 
you’ll need to build a scarecrow together.

Collect all the items and encourage the children 
to work together to stuff the clothes for the 
scarecrow’s body and a potato sack for its 
head. Invite the children to decorate the face 
and choose a hat to finish it off. Finally, decide 
together where your scarecrow should go - 
ready to scare away the crows!

You will need: •  Scarecrow puppets 
•  Hay or straw
•  Small world farm animals
•  Dingle Dangle Scarecrow song lyrics

•  Paper in different sizes and shapes
•  Lollypop sticks
•  A spot to plant your scarecrow  

(e.g., a sensory tray, plant pot, or patch of soil)

•  The Scarecrows’ Wedding- by Julia Donaldson
•  Old clothing, a hat and a sack (for the head)
•  Stuffing material such as hay, fabric scraps,  

or shredded paper
•  A broom handle or pole  

(to help the scarecrow stand)

Sensational 

scarecrows
Scarecrows are a wonderful addition to any 
Harvest celebration!  Here are some fun ideas 
to spark creativity and working together to 
create your very own friendly scarecrow for 
your setting.


