
North Pole

A collection of Christmas  

inspired learning to bring 

some festive fun!

Messages of Magic
Literacy can be fun and festive this 
time of year for children of all ages. 
From writing letters to Santa 
to creating Christmas cards for 
loved ones, children can enjoy 
exploring marks, words and 
messages while making special 
Christmas memories.

Make some Merry Music
“The best way to spread Christmas cheer is 
singing loud for all to hear”-   Buddy the Elf. 
Music helps make memories that children 
remember forever, so let’s use festive songs 
and sounds to bring the magic of Christmas 
alive for everyone. 

Journey of Joy
All around the world, we celebrate the festive  
season in many different ways. Sharing these  
celebrations with children helps them learn  
about other cultures and builds their  
understanding of the wonderful world  
around them.

Winter Wonderland
Explore the magic of winter 
and snow! Many children 
have never experienced the 
magic of snow, so let’s use 
the power of imagination to 
bring the wonder of winter 
to life for all ages.



Babies (0-2 Years) Toddlers (2-3 years) Preschoolers (3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Physical Development
•  Understanding the World

CoETL - Playing & Exploring

•  Physical Development
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL- Creating and Thinking Critically

•  Communication and Language
•  Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development
•  Understanding the World

CoETL - Playing & Exploring

Learning experience Let’s go on a magical Christmas adventure! 
Make a bright, shiny trail of Christmas 
lights and decorations just for little eyes to 
explore. Babies can look at the colourful 
lights and sparkly decorations as you follow 
the trail together.

Who has a Christmas tree at home or has 
seen one out and about? We’re helping 
Santa’s elves decorate his giant Christmas 
tree at the North Pole! Little hands can stick 
sparkling baubles, glittery stars, and twinkly 
ribbons onto the big sticky back tree to 
make it shine for Santa’s big night.

For older children, add a fun challenge, 
can they cut, snip, and shape their own 
decorations to place on the tree?

Christmas is full of fun traditions from all 
around the world! We love to learn about 
the different ways families celebrate, 
from decorating trees, singing carols, and 
hanging stockings, to baking festive treats. 
Talk to the children about the ways they 
celebrate. 

You might even try a cosy Christmas Eve 
tradition from Iceland, a book exchange, 
where families share a new book and enjoy 
snuggly reading time together. 

Resources •  Torches or safe lights
•  Christmas decorations
•  A tunnel, archway, or similar structure to 

create a magical layer for learning

•  Sticky-back or  
tape tree

•  Card
•  Scissors
•  A range of decorative  

materials: baubles,  
ribbons, stars, and more

•  Speak to your families about their 
Christmas traditions 

There are so many wonderful ways to 
celebrate Christmas! Lots of families have 
their own special traditions—big or small, 
old or new. Do you have a Christmas 
tradition you love to share?

Journey of joy



Babies (0-2 Years) Toddlers (2-3 years) Preschoolers (3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Communication and Language
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL – Active Learning

•  Communication and Language
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL – Active Learning

•  Physical Development 
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL – Active Learning

Learning experience Hop on Santa’s sleigh, it’s time for a snowy, 
magical winter adventure! Sing Jingle Bells 
while shaking bells, shakers, and other fun 
instruments to help the sleigh zoom across 
the sky. 

Babies can shake, ring, and tap their 
instruments to make the sleigh fly faster 
and jingle all the way to the North Pole. 
Listen to the sounds together as you create 
your magical music.

Gather around the warm, cosy nursery 
made “fireplace” to sing Christmas songs 
together! Imagine the fire crackling, 
stockings hanging up, and twinkling lights 
glowing as your voices fill the room with 
festive cheer.

Toddlers can join in singing, hum along, 
or listen to the music — feeling the magic 
of Christmas with every sound. Try using 
some new Makaton signs as you sing too!

Step into a magical world of snowflakes, 
sugarplums, and dancing mice! Share the 
book The Nutcracker to see the dancers 
twirl, leap, and spin across the stage.Then 
it’s your turn! 

Encourage the children  
to copy the twirls, spins  
and magical movements  
as if they’re part of the  
story. Pretend to be the  
Nutcracker, or even a  
sparkling snowflake,  
using their imagination to  
bring the ballet to life.

Resources •  Bells, shakers and other musical 
instruments- you can create your own 
magical sleigh!

•  Role-play or home corner fireplace
•  Musical instruments
•  Your wonderful singing voices!

•  Large space for movement
•  The Nutcracker book
•  Dance wands for extra fun and magic

Let’s fill the room with music, songs, jingles, 
and happy voices as we spread some festive 
cheer! Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all 
the way …

Make some  

merry music

North Pole



Messages  

of magic

Babies (0-2 Years) Toddlers (2-3 years) Preschoolers (3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Communication and Language 
•  Physical Development
•  Mathematics

CoETL- Creating and Thinking Critically 

•  Physical Development
•  Expressive Arts and Design
•  Mathematics 

CoETL- Active Learning 

•  Literacy
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL- Creating and Thinking Critically

Learning experience Santa’s elves need our help delivering 
letters!  Help the babies match different 
coloured letters to the correct post boxes 
and help send them on their way.  
Choose a letter, find the matching box,  
and pop it in — just like a real elf! 

Older children can try matching shapes 
instead of colours for an extra festive 
challenge!

Toddlers can become Santa’s little helpers, 
wrapping their own presents using 
colourful paper, ribbons, and bows. Little 
hands can fold, stick, and decorate their 
gift, making each one special and unique. 
Help toddlers write a little message to go 
with their wrapped gift. You can scribe for 
them, capturing their words or ideas, so 
their gift has a special, personal touch.

Why not extend learning using plain paper 
for children to decorate, creating their own 
wrapping paper. 

Let’s send some Christmas magic to our 
friends and family! Children can write, draw, 
and decorate their very own Christmas 
cards with festive pictures, stickers, and 
bright colours.

Add a special message or fun doodle, 
then send the card off to bring smiles and 
Christmas cheer to someone they love.

Resources •  Coloured envelopes
•  Large box with holes cut for posting 

letters

•  Wrapping paper
•  Ribbon
•  Bows
•  Masking tape – easy for little hands  

to tear
•  Something to wrap

•  Coloured card
•  Creative materials
•  Scissors
•  Envelopes
•  Paint
•  Stickers

Christmas is the perfect spark to build 
literacy skills! From sharing magical stories 
together, to writing letters to Santa or 
creating colourful Christmas cards. 



Winter
wonderland

Babies (0-2 Years) Toddlers (2-3 years) Preschoolers (3-5 years) 

EYFS focus area  
of learning

•  Physical Development.
•  Expressive Arts and Design

CoETL- Playing and Exploring

•  Expressive Arts and Design
•  Communication and Language 

CoETL- Active Learning 

•  Communication and Language 
•  Literacy 
•  Expressive arts and Design 

CoETL- Creating and Thinking Critically 

Learning experience Let’s make our very own melted snowman 
gloop! A squishy and stretchy mixture that’s 
solid when you squeeze it, and runny when 
you let go. Decorate your melted snowman 
with a little carrot nose, eyes, or twig arms.

Let babies explore freely, with you close 
by to support, as they get messy, feel 
the textures, and enjoy this rich sensory 
experience. 

Take a magic carpet ride to the North Pole! 
Hold on tight, our magic carpet is ready to 
take us on the most amazing journey all the 
way to the North Pole! Up into the clouds 
we’ll fly over snowy mountains, sparkly 
frozen lakes, and twinkling winter forests. 

When you land, see where the children’s 
imagination takes you! You could dance 
with snowmen or help the elves to wrap 
presents You could even share the story 
The Snowman to bring your adventure to 
life even more!

Name snowman - Build a  
snowman that’s all about  
you! Support the children  
to form letters to write their 
name on their snowy friend. 

Add a carrot nose, a hat, 
and a big smile to bring 
their snowman to life. 
You could even add extra 
decorations like a scarf or 
mittens to make them 
unique — just like you!

Resources •  Corn flour, water and a few drops of 
white paint for a snowy look!

•  A large sensory tray and aprons 
•  A carrot, twigs or other materials to 

decorate

•  A small rug or piece  
of material to act as  
your magic carpet  
and your imagination! 

•  Colouring pens and pencils
•  Coloured card and/or paper
•  A range of materials the children can 

decorate their snowman with!

Explore the magic of winter through 
creative play. Make personalised name 
snowmen, discover sensory gloop, or go on 
an imaginative adventure to the North Pole, 
there’s something for everyone!


